FAMINE IN THE SOUTH                              393

to terrify us or make us delirious with joy. "He is steadfast who
rises above joy and sorrow," says the Gita. "The wise are un-
affected either by death or life." These are but faces of the same
coin.1

The concept of non-violence in our religion is framed from
the standpoint of the pain that we may cause another individual.
Why should there be any outcry where death is caused either
accidentally or deliberately but without any thought of causing
pain? If there is not the fear of death behind that outcry,
what else is it? And fear of death does not become man. Where
there is this fear, supreme human endeavour in the form of non-
violence is impossible.

Young India, 25-10-1928

445.   FAMINE IN THE SOUTH2
Salem, Goimbatore and other areas in the Tamil country whose
peasant population depend on the unsteady rainfall of the central districts
are having one of their very worst years. Reports from khadi centres show
a terrible increase in rural unemployment. With- October, the season for
agricultural work generally begins and the peasant women in the khadi
areas usually close down their spinning for the next four months. A
certain number spin all the year round, but the majority who can work
in the fields generally leave the charkhas during this time. But this year
instead of a fall in the number of spinners there is an increase and a
great rush for cotton at our depots. . . .
The reader must remember that this rush is for a wage of one
anna a day. . . .
When will the intelligentsia of India and the well-to-do realize that
the cloth that we wear is not mere covering or adornment, but a vital
part of the national economy, a channel for distribution of national
resources; and that clogging this is death? We can give substantial relief
to the people at Pudupalayam and other famine-stricken areas where
we have been enabled to set up khadi centres if only people will help
us by a quick and generous consumption of the khadi that we produce.
Ready consumption means room for more spinning and distribution
of much needed relief among the starving people. Sjt. Santanam desires
to organize the*] maximum spinning in the Pudupalayam area in this
*What follows is translated from Navajivan, 4-11-1928.
2 From the appea.1 by G. Rajagopalachari, only excerpts are reproduced